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Gardens with their few hundred fairy-lamps
dazzled the Society of their age. There was a
time when the marble tea-shops which young
people of to-day take for granted would have
been the objects of excursions by the best
people. Escalators are now an every-day feature
of our Tube stations. I first saw this invention
at the Royal Aquarium, where it was a centre of
interest. It served no purpose there; it was a
side-show, and you paid a penny to go up and
down the "moving-staircase," Friends of mine
have told me that when Matisse visited New
York he couldn't be kept away from Roxy's
cinema. Yet ten years from now, when Roxy
and Radio City magnificence is as common as
escalators, people will be wondering why they
were impressed either to admiration or to hollow
laughter. Give people something good, and
they are delighted. Give them something better,
and they not only find it better, but become
contemptuous of the good thing that once
afforded them delight. Though it sometimes
happens that somebody, ye&rs later, revives the
contemned old thing, and everybody finds it
again delightful.                            %
London, of course, however large its stock
of public pleasure, will never have the
holiday feeling of some of the cities of southern
Europe. Its essential character through the
ages has been always strong and deep and